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Tawni and I are very, very lucky to
have those two sons and the type of
young men and citizens that they have
become.

I would also be remiss if I didn’t men-
tion our ‘‘third son’” whom we didn’t
adopt, Oscar, who is an exchange stu-
dent, who came and lived with us
throughout his high school years,
going to school with our boys. He went
to Madison UW. He is working at Epic
now and applying to med school. He is
from Luoyang, China. He is just a great
kid. He is home for the holidays with
us and does family vacations with us
and goes backpacking with us. That
has been a lot of fun, too.

It has been quite the ride. Obviously,
many, many people made this happen.
I feel very blessed and very fortunate
having the opportunity to be able to
represent such a neat, beautiful area
with some great people and families
back home in Wisconsin.

We are looking forward to the next
chapter. We don’t know what that is
yet. No final decisions have been made.
But Tawni and I are going to be look-
ing for new ways of being able to con-
tribute to the community and being
able to support our democracy.

As I leave here today, just a note of
caution. The type of polarization that
we are experiencing right now in this
country, the hyperpartisanship, is not
healthy. The key to the survival of any
democracy 1is the ability to com-
promise. It is the give and take. It is
being able to reach out across the aisle
to a good friend, like DAVE
SCHWEIKERT, who is on the Committee
on Ways and Means with us and find
some issues that we can work on to-
gether and try to advance. That is the
only way this place is going to survive.
It is the only way our country and de-
mocracy are going to be able to sur-
vive.
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Unfortunately, in recent years, peo-
ple getting involved in politics are
looking at the other side not as reason-
able people that you can disagree with
and have heated debates about the best
course of action for the future of our
country, but the enemy that needs to
be destroyed.

These campaigns are getting uglier,
and they are getting nastier, and the
division is growing, which is leading to
events like we had here on Capitol Hill
on January 6. This can’t continue.

One of my prouder achievements that
I tell people back home is, I have been
consistently ranked as one of the most
bipartisan Members of Congress
through the surveys that are taken,
the bills I introduce, the legislation we
advance, who I am working with across
the aisle. I wear that as a badge of
honor, not as something to be ashamed
of or run away from.

Too many of my colleagues now fear
that if they are seen working with a
Democrat or working with a Repub-
lican, someone on the other side, that
would be the kiss of death for them in
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their primary back home. That is not
the way this place is set up to function.

We have got to figure out a way to
fight through this bad era of American
politics and remind ourselves that, ul-
timately, at the end of the day, we are
all Americans with a commonality
that can’t separate us. We cannot be
enemies.

We need to find a way forward of
healing the division and the partisan-
ship that has poisoned our politics and
the alternate realities that are being
created today through many different
mediums because if you don’t have
that basic commonality of what the
facts and what the truth are, there is
no way you are going to be able to
reach agreement on some of the tough
issues facing our country. I mean, the
separation, the gulf will be too great.

I didn’t mean to lecture my col-
leagues here or future Representatives
to this place, but it is an issue that we
have to stay focused on.

Madam Speaker, I appreciate the rec-
ognition, the honor of being able to ad-
dress this Chamber for one of my last
times and to thank, ultimately, the
people in the Third Congressional Dis-
trict for the trust and the responsi-
bility that they placed in me these past
26 years.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Byrd, one of its clerks, announced that
the Senate has passed with amend-
ments in which the concurrence of the
House is requested, a bill of the House
of the following title:

H.R. 2617. An act to amend section 1115 of
title 31, United States Code, to amend the
description of how performance goals are
achieved, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence
of the House is requested:

S. 4834. An act to reauthorize the National
Internet Crimes Against Children Task
Force Program.

The message also announced that the
Senate has agreed to a join resolution
of the following title in which the con-
currence of the House is requested:

S.J. Res. 63 Joint Resolution relating to a
national emergency declared by the Presi-
dent on March 13, 2020.

———
THE MATH ALWAYS WINS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
Sckweikert) for 30 minutes.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Speaker,
RON is one of the good guys. For those
of us who are blessed to be on the Ways
and Means Committee, many times it
is one of those committees where you
have to do adult stuff that affects not
only this country but the world. Hav-
ing people that you can talk to and
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work it through with is important. RON
is going to be missed. I thank him for
being one of the good guys.

Madam Speaker, this is going to be
sort of a two-parter. I am going to
come back in 2 weeks and provide solu-
tions, but right now I need to define
the problem.

As you know, right now around the
Capitol complex, we have dozens and
dozens of brand-new Members and hun-
dreds of potentially new staffers. They
are all trying to find their office and
which way is up and where the bath-
rooms are; I mean, all the things we go
through when we are brand-new around
here.

My fear is no one is telling these
Members that are new—and even talk-
ing to the Members who have been here
a while—the truth. The truth is the
math, and the math always wins.

We are in real trouble. What scares
me is with some of the things going on
in the economy right now, with where
interest rates look like they are going,
with inflation now becoming struc-
tural, it is potentially just devastating
to the individuals out there, our broth-
ers and sisters in the country, just the
affordability, being able to afford a
house, food, but you have got to under-
stand what it also means to the sta-
bility of this country.

Let’s actually walk through it. Some
of this is big-boy math, it is going to be
complex, but there are a couple punch
lines in here I want to be remembered.

I am not going to take you back to
1965, but let’s do last year. This is last
year’s budget cycle. Understand, over
71 percent of all of our spending is on
autopilot. The fact of the matter is
this is what we call mandatory. Only 13
percent was defense, 16 percent was dis-
cretionary, what we functionally de-
bate here which we really fight over.

But this mandatory here, you see red,
your government functionally is an in-
surance company with an army. This is
health, Medicare, $Social Security,
other benefits, pensions for military,
for government workers, those sorts of
things. This is mandatory. And it is on
autopilot.

I don’t think there is a Member here
who has ever ultimately voted on this
red portion. It is a formula. You turn
65, you get certain benefits. You serve
in the military a certain amount of
time, you get certain benefits. It is
autopilot.

Defense, well, that we debate, we
work through, but the fact of the mat-
ter is defense sort of stays within a cer-
tain mean of the GDP.

And then domestic. The crazy thing,
domestic, actually, as a percentage of
GDP, at the end of a decade will be
flat.

So where is all this debt coming
from? Where is all this growth coming
from?

I am going to give you an answer,
and it is going to make people really
unhappy. You need to understand,
when we talk about just last year’s
borrowing, does anyone out there un-
derstand how big it was?
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